BIOLOGY 858: Seminar in Comparative Physiology
Topic for Spring Semester, 2019:  Scientific Writing and Public Speaking
Course summary: A successful career in science requires excellent communication skills.  To publish research results in high-quality scientific journals, scientists must be able to convey complex technical information in a clear and concise way so that it can easily be understood by other researchers.  In addition, however, contemporary scientists also require the ability to communicate with lay audiences, both with written work and during public lectures.  In this graduate seminar, we will focus on techniques for improving clarity in both written and oral scientific communication.
Target audience: Graduate students in the Biology Department.
Professor: Ken Lohmann 
Office: Coker 403
E-mail: KLohmann@email.unc.edu
Meeting time and place: TBD.  We will meet weekly with most classes lasting approximately two hours.
Recommended book: Writing Science by Joshua Schimel (Oxford University Press, 2012).
Class format and evaluation:  Students will be taught to evaluate a variety of written and oral projects.  Each student will focus on at least one written project (e.g., a scientific manuscript, grant proposal, popular article, etc.) and/or one oral communication project (e.g., a talk for a scientific meeting, a talk to be presented at the North Carolina Museum of Natural History, etc.).  Members of the class will present drafts of written work and practice talks to the class, followed by comments and discussion focused on improving organization, style, and clarity of communication. 
Grading: Grading will be based on:  
Comments and critiques of other presentations
50%
Improvement in writing and oral presentation 
50%
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